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UM LECTURE DELVES INTO SYRIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 
MISSOULA—
Prominent French researcher Bernard Laffont will discuss efforts to uncover the secrets 
of a 4,500-year-old city in Syria on Monday, Oct. 28, at The University of Montana. His 
lecture, "The Treasures of the Mari Palace: A Capital on the Euphrates River," will be held at 
7 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
The event is free and open to the public, but a $2 donation is requested. Laffont’s talk, 
presented in English, will be sponsored by the Missoula chapter of the Alliance Francaise, the 
national Alliance Francaise, the UM Asian Studies Program and the UM Department of 
Foreign Languages and Literatures. Alliance Francaise is dedicated to education and promotion 
of French language and cultural understanding.
Ancient Mari was set at the crossroads of the Syrian and Mesopotamian worlds. In 
1934, Bedouins found a statue that led to the discovery of the Palace of Zimri-Lim, king of 
Mari from 1782 to 1759 B.C. The 300-room palace contained murals, bathrooms and many 
objects from daily life, as well as 20,000 archival documents in the form of clay tablets with 
cuneiform writing. The texts are primarily letters sent to Mari’s king by his neighbors, civil 
servants and family members, revealing a rich tapestry of life in the ancient world.
Laffont is a research director at the National Center for Scientific Research in Paris. He
-more-
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also is a professor of Sumerian epigraphy at the Louvre Museum and a lecturer at Paris- 
Sorbonne University. In addition, he is part of the team responsible for deciphering the 
cuneiform tablets found in Mari, where excavations are ongoing.
For more information, call Michel Valentin, UM associate professor of French, at 243-
2301.
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